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NATIONAL WOMAN'S PARTY 
OBJECT 


THE PROPOSED EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT 


shall have ts thro the United 


‘*Art. 2—Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate 
legisilation.’’ 


Introduced 


Senate—By Senator John G. Townsend, (Del.), and Senator Ed- 
ward R. Burke, (Neb.), Jan. 4, 1939, (Senate Joint Resolu- 
tion No. 7). 
House— resentative Louis Ludlow, (Ind.), Jan. 3, 1939, 
Joint Resolution No. 2 
By presentative U. 8. Guyer, (Kans.), Jan. 3, 1939, 
House Joint Resolution No. 27). 
By resentative Ambrose J. ony gg? (Md.), Jan. 38, 
1939, (House Joint Resolution No. 25). 


; repo 
by Senate Judiciary Committee March 21, 1938; favorable 
report by sub-judiciary committee June 23, 1937. 


House—Before Judiciary Committee; favorable report by sub- 
judiciary committee June 16, 1937. 


THE EQUAL RIGHTS TREATY 


“Art. the ratification of this 
Treaty men and women ha Rights throughout the 
tecritery subject to their respective 
Ecuador, Paraguay, and Uruguay, at Montevideo, De- 


PROPOSED EQUALITY AMENDMENTS TO COVENANT 
3 OF LEAGUE OF NATIONS : | 


“ of the League undertake that in their respective countries 


women, full voting powers, in all delegations to the Council and As- 
sembly of League and to ell Conferences under the snapices of the 
League.’’ 

Present Status 


Our Jubilee Year 


HE NATIONAL WOMAN’S PARTY ENTERS its 

Jubilee Year, bringing to a close twenty-five years 
of outstanding achievement for women. Succeeding 
the original committee, which functioned in 19138, the 
Party in 1914, under the inspired leadership of its 
founder, Alice Paul, began as an independent organi- 
zation to work for suffrage by amendment to the Fed- 
eral Constitution, rather than by securing the enfran- 
chisement of women piecemeal—a state at a time. 


The first achievement of the Party was the Nine- 
teenth Amendment enfranchising women of the nation, 
adopted by Congress in 1919, and ratified by the 
states in 1920. ; 

The second milestone was reached in 1934, when the 
Woman’s Party secured for women of the United 
States equality in nationality rights. 

In 1928 the Party branched out into the Inter Amer- 
ican field, sending a delegation to the conference of 
American Republics at Havana, Cuba. This delega- 
tion secured passage of a resolution creating the Inter 
American Commission of Women, which has since then 
labored for equality in the Western Hemisphere. 

Its most recent achievement, only a few weeks ago, 
was initiating the formation of the World Woman’s 
Party, which this spring will open headquarters 
already secured in Geneva, Switzerland, in close prox- 
imity to the League of Nations and the International 
Labor Office. There it will serve as a center of cooper- 
ative activity of women of all nations, who are enga 
in advancing the cause of women and safeguarding 
from adverse international action gains already won. 

In 1923 the Woman’s Party secured introduction in 
the United States Congress of the proposed Equal 
Rights Amendment guaranteeing t “Men and 
women shall have equal rights throughout the United 
States and every place subject to its jurisdiction.” 
The Amendment has been introduced in every Congress 
since that time and on January 3-4 was re-introduced 
in the Seventy-sixth Congress. 

Through an educational campaign the thought of 


the entire nation in regard to women has been changed, — 


and the Woman’s Party, which was for some time the 
sole sponsor of the Amendment, has now been joined 
in the campaign for its adoption by sixteen national 
and more than one hundred and fifty state and local 
organizations of women who believe that law should 
not be based on sex and should be equal in its appli- 
cation to men and women. 


Since passage of the Suffrage Amendment the Party 
has consistently campaigned in the states for removal 
of discriminations of law based on sex. During the 
first few years alone it drafted for state legislatures 
506 bills, designed to equalize the control of children, - 
of property, of earnings, of contractual rights; to pro- 
vide equal opportunities in schools and universities, 
in professions and industries and in government serv- 
ice; to provide equal pay for equal work; to assure 


- equal right to individual identity after marriage. 


Gathering at national on the evening 
of January 8 for the initial celebration of the Jubilee 
Year was a distinguished group—women active in the 
woman movement here and abroad and members of the 
United States Congress and others prominent in many 
fields, who have rendered valiant assistance to the 
Party in its work for women. 

The National Woman’s Party has been phenomenally 
successful. Entering the Jubilee Year, those who con-. 
trol its destinies are confidently looking to the future, 


‘pausing only long enough to recall the achievements 


of the past twenty-five years as stepping stones to 
complete equality between men and women. 


qua 19nts 

Official Organ 

a 

| 

ary 

| 

| 

4 To secure for women complete equality with men under the law and in 
all human relationships—in articular te secure the afepiien of Sean 
Rights Amendment to the donstitation, and the adherence of the U 
States to the Equal Rights Treaty. The Woman's Party also supports the 
proposed Equality Amendments to the Covenant of the League of Nations. 

Present Status 

| Senate—Before Judiciary Committee, recommitted May 5, 1938, 

5 ‘fhe members of the League undertake that in their respective countries 

there shall be no distiziction based on sex in their law and practice regard- 

ing nationality.’’ 

‘“fhe members of the League undertake that in their respective countries 
ie men and women shall have equal rights in all other flelds.’’ 
4 ‘*The members of the undertake that there shall be both men and 
: Before the League of Nations Committee on Status of Women. 
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Wa a few minutes 
after the formalities 
of the opening of the Sev- 
enty-Sixth Congress, there 
were introduced on January 8, shortly after noon, in 
the House of Representatives, three Joint Resolutions 
roposing to amend the Constitution of the United 
States to provide that “Men and women shall have 
equal rights throughout the United States and every 
place subject to its jurisdiction.” 
Introduced in the House for several sessions by Rep- 


resentative Louis Ludlow, Democrat, of Indiana, so 


great has been the increase in sentiment for the Equal 
Rights Amendment during the past year, that sponsor- 
ship of the Amendment in that body now includes 
Representative Ludlow, Representative U. S. Guyer, 
Republican, of Kansas, and Representative Ambrose 
J. Kennedy, Democrat, of Maryland. The three Repre- 
sentatives introduced identical resolutions. . 


Senator Edward R. Burke, Democrat, of Nebraska, 
and Senator John G. Townsend, Jr., of Delaware, who 
sponsored the Amendment during the last Congress, 
re-introduced it in the Senate of the Seventy-Sixth 
Congress on January 4. | 


“T believe that sentiment for the Amendment is 
growing rapidly,” said Senator Townsend, who has 
ong been a supporter of the measure. | 

“The Constitution,” said Senator Burke, “should be 
specific in guaranteeing women equal rights with men 
under law, just as it is specific in guaranteeing free 
speech and freedom of the press. The latter two guar- 
antees were made necessary because of specific attacks 
upon these rights. Specific attacks upon the rights of 
women under law make necessary at this time a spe- 
cific guarantee of the rights of women.” 

“T am convinced,” said Representative Ludlow, 
“that the best protection we can give women is a 
antee in the Constitution of the United States that the 
law will deal with them as it deals with men citizens. 
At present they are treated under many of our laws as 
inferiors, irresponsible, and therefore wards of Gov- 
ernment.” 

It was a coincidence that the opening of Congress 
this year fell on the anniversary of the birth of Lucre- 
tia Mott, whose name the Amendment bears, and who 
has been called the mother of the Equal Rights move- 
ment not only in the United States but the entire 
world. It was therefore a fitting tribute that the 
Amendment bearing her name be re-introduced in Con- 
gress on her birthday. 

The Amendment was first introduced in Congress 
in 1923 and has been re-introduced at the beginning of 
each Congress since that time. There has been a steady 
growth in sentiment for the measure, which now has 
the support of sixteen national and more than one 


hundred and fifty state and local organizations. Almost — 


all opposition to the Amendment comes from those 
who agree with the objective, but seek the identical 
result through state rather than national action. The 
National Woman’s Party decided on the Constitutional 
Amendment method because there is no permanency 
in state law, which changes from day to day. Since a 
principle is involved, the Party came to the conclusion 
that the place to secure for women equal rights with 
men, is in the Constitution of the United States, where 
other principles of Government are fixed, and where 
the greatest degree of permanency is assured. 

Helen Robbins Bitterman, of Columbus, Ohio, chair- 


Equal Rights Amendment Re-introduced In Congress 


RAPIDLY INCREASING SENTIMENT BRINGS man of the Congressional 
ADDITIONAL SPONSORSHIP 


Committee, in Washington 
during the opening week 
of Congress said: “Women 


are determined to press for victory for the Equal 


Rights Amendment in this session of Congress. It is 
inconceivable that Congress will refuse to submit to 
the ple for final decision the Amendment extend- 
ing democracy to women, who constitute half the popu- 
lation of the nation. It is as important to our nation 
as it is to women that we complete our democracy, 
thereby strengthening it.” 

Mrs. Sarah Thompson Pell, Woman’s Party National 
Chairman, attending a meeting of the National Execu- 
tive Council the week-end of January 7-8, paid a trib- 
ute to the sponsors of the Amendment in Congress and 
expressed confidence in their leadership. “All we ask 
is Democracy,” said Mrs. Pell, “and our democracy is 


not complete until women share it to the extent men 


now enjoy it. Our strength in Congress is growing day 
by day, as our national lawmakers note the rapidly 
increasing demand of women that they share democ- 


racy.” 

Coincident with the introduction of the Amendment 
in Congress, Helen Hunt West, of the Congressional 
Committee and Caroline Lexow Congres- 
sional Secretary, lighted in the large metal urns before 
Woman’s Party national headquarters within a stone’s 
throw of the national Capitol, two flares, which will 
burn perpetually throughout the session as a reminder 
to Congress that women of the nation are demanding 
passage of the Equal Rights Amendment. | | 


What Women Are Saying 


“The idea that women take men’s jobs needs some 
very careful investigation. If you look at it in the 
larger implications, you will be forced to the conclu- 
sion that the shoe is on the other foot. The division 
of labor, the modern industrial system, has cut women 
off from their traditional and historic activities. 
Women were the original manufacturers. They were 
spinning and weaving and sewing and making potte 
and cooking when men were chiefly concerned wi 
fighting and hunting. But along came men like Camp- 
bell and Heinz to make the soup of nations, and men 
like Hart, Schaffner and Marx to make papa’s clothes, 
etc. The only manufactures now in the United States 
in which women predominate are clothing, knitting, 
cigar and cigarette making, candy manufacturing, and 
a few related things. There are actually more men 
milliners and more men interior decorators. Men have 
been taking away women’s jobs as fast as they could 
for a century.”—Dorothy Thompson from The 
Record, New York Herald Tribune, December 21, 1938. 


Women More Advanced Biologically 


According to the New York Herald Tribune of 
November 18, Professor Raymond Pearl of Johns Hop- 
kins University, addressing a meeting of the American 
Philosophical Society, stated that “Women are more 
highly evolved than men.” From a biological point of 
view they are better than men in every way. “They 
have,” the professor said, “a lower infant mortality 
rate, are healthier and live longer than men. There 
seems to be no question about their being more 


advanced biologically than men.” 
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Is There A Weaker Sex? 


By Ruth Lundeen Memmler, M. D. 
Anatomy instructor at Los Angeles City College, Los Angeles, 


alifornia, and a licensed physician and 


—are they? “Women are biologically and in- 
tellectually very different from men’—how? What 
does scientific evidence show? ‘ 


‘We shall cite evidence to show that “the female of 
the human species,” has “greater physical toughness 
throughout life’”—from the time before birth until the 
time of death. The quoted portions are from the book 
“Human Genetics and Its Social Import,” by S. J. 
Holmes, Professor of Zoology at the University of 
California. 

There can be no doubt about the superiority of the 
male in actual muscular strength. However the prog- 
ress of civilization is certainly not based on muscular 
power. What biological attributes are important in 
our modern civilization? What was Dr. Holmes referr- 
ing to when he spoke of “physical toughness”? First 
and foremost must come the attribute of resistance to 
disease and freedom from physical defects. 

A recent report from a study of about 300,000 cases 
at the Mayo Clinic is very illuminating. (The Rela- 
tionship of Sex to Disease by E. V. Allen, M. D., is 
published in abstract form in the Proceedings of the 
Staff Meetings of The Mayo Clinic, Volume 8, No. 
14, pp. 213-216). The following quotations are from 
Dr. Allen’s summary: “The present study indicates 
that serious disease involving structures common to 
both sexes afflicts males oftener than females. That 
this is not due to some habit or habits of life peculiar 
to the male is indicated by the greater mortality for 
him during intrauterine life (life before birth) and 
for the first five years of extrauterine life, as well as 
the predominance of congenital deformities. .. . For 
each explanation of the lack of inherent vitality of 
the male there are objections, but these do not influ- 
ence the fact that the male is, by comparison with the 
female, a weakling at all periods of life from concep- 
tion to death.” 

Dr. Allen states that the ratios of females to males 
in the case of any given disease is about the same 
whether one is considering children or adults. Dr. 
Holmes (in his book on Human Genetics) points out 
that among stillbirths there are many more males than 
females and that during infancy more boys die than 
girls. These are times when the environmental influ- 
ences are the same for both sexes. 

Dr. Aaron Rosanoff recently investigated intelli- 
gence scores of hundreds of twins, both identical and 
fraternal, and found that girls excelled boys in over 
20% more cases than boys excelled girls. Dr. Rosanoff 
carefully studied all grades of intelligence from defi- 
nite mental defectives up to very superior or the genius 
group. Among the mental defectives there were 27% 
more boys with lower scores than girls than there were 
girls with lower scores than boys. The common idea 
has been that there are more males in the genius group 
than girls. Dr. Rosanoff’s study showed, however, 
that girls excelled boys in over 20% more cases than 
boys excelled girls. A similar study was made of an 
average group of ordinary sisters and brothers (not 
twins). In this group, it was again found that girls’ 
intelligence scores excelled those of boys in over 20% 
mere cases than boys’ scores excelled those of their 
sisters. 

Other investigators have shown that not only do 


‘~~ 7OMEN are born with a biological handicap” _ 


surgeon 


women have more resistance to disease and fewer 
congenital deformities but women also withstand 
starvation, loss of blood, and loss of sleep, better than 
men do. Why then do we have special protective laws 
for women—laws which prevent women from work- 
ing at night, from working long hours, etcetera? Why 
these objections to equal rights? Certainly neither 
biological nor intellectual inferiority are valid reasons. 


Friends Of Maria Verone 


By Louise C. A. Van Eeghen 
Vice-President, International Council of Women 


Following the commemorative ceremony which was 
held in Paris in honour of Maria Verone, it was decided 
to found a Society which would unite her friends and 
would be called: “The Friends of Maria Verone.” 

The aim of this society is to maintain in honor, in 
France as well as abroad, the memory of Maria 
Verone, and for this purpose to make known her 
exemplary life of self disinterestedness and devotion 
to the high ideals of justice and liberty. 

Among those who took this initiative, we note the 
names of leading men of the Paris Bar, the chief of 
the Order of Advocates to which Maria Verone be- 
longed during thirty years, three former presidents 
of the order of barristers, two former Ministers, mem- 
bers of the Senate, a Vice-President of the Chamber 
of Deputies, and personalities in the artistic and 
literary worl 

From the feminist world, we name only the follow- 
ing leaders: Madame Avril de Sainte-Croix, Hon. 
President of the National Council of Women of 
France; Baroness Boel, President of the International 
Council of Women; Mrs. Corbett Ashby, President of 
the International Suffrage Alliance; Madame Legrand 
Falco, Hon. Secretary of the Temporary Union for the 
abolition of the regulation of prostitution in France; 
Mademoiselle Helene Vacaresco, delegate of the 
Rumanian Government at the League of Nations. 

The organization meeting was held in Paris the end 
of November. 

Memberships may be sent to.the temporary head- 
uarters of the Society, 41 Rue de la Tour d’Auvergue, 
aris 9, France. 

Already the municipality of Paris is seriously con- 
sidering the popular demand that a street in Paris be 
named after Maria Verone, “A great Frenchwoman, 
whose name will everlastingly remain linked to the 


triumph of Feminism in the world.” 


Representative Jessie Sumner 


Judge Jessie Sumner, of Milford, [ll., Republican, 
who comes to the United States Congress by way of 
the November 8 general election, is a graduate of Smith 
College and is the first American woman to study law at 
Oxford University, according to the Christian Science 
Monitor. 

Representative Sumner is a dynamic speaker, a suc- 


cessful lawyer, and is a member of the National Asso- 


ciation of Women Lawyers and the American Bar As- 
sociation. | 
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Initial Jubilee Year Celebration Honors Mrs. Pell 


NAUGURATING aseries DINNER AT NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS LEADS of equal rights dated back 


of events to be staged 
throughout the United 
States in celebration of the 
Jubilee Year of the Nation- 
al Woman’s Party, a brilliant dinner was given 
Sunday evening, Janu 8, at Alva Belmont House, 
national headquarters, by the District of Columbia 
Branch of the Party, Marie Moore Forrest, chairman, 
presiding. 

The initial event, attended by members of the Exec- 
utive Council of the Woman’s Party, meeting in Wash- 
ington for the January session, was a tribute to Mrs. 
Stephen Pell, of New York, who is beginning her sec- 
ond term as national chairman. The Party has just 
concluded twenty-five years of service in the cause of 
women, campaigning to secure for them complete poli- 
tical, civil and economic equality with men. 

Among the distinguished guests were Mrs. Linda 
Littlejohn, of Sydney, Australia, chairman of Equal 
Rights International, who is visiting American 
branches of her organization; members of Congress, 
who have given valiant assistance to the Equal Rights 
Amendment; their wives; women noted in the femin- 
ist movement here and abroad and others known in 
many fields of activity, including Cecil Norton Broy, 
prominently mentioned in connection with the diplo- 
matic post of Ambassador to Russia. 

Receiving in the drawing room, where an informal 


reception was held before dinner was announced, were 
Mrs. Marie Moore Forrest, national officers and mem- 


_ bers of the National Executive Council, including Alice 


Paul, founder of the Party and chairman of the new 
World Woman’s Party; Mrs. Stephen Pell, of New 
York, national chairman; Jane Norman Smith, of New 
York, first vice chairman; Mrs. Harvey W. Wiley, of 
Washington, second vice chairman; Laura Berrien, of 


Georgia, treasurer; Helen Robbins Bittermann, of 


Ohio, secretary; Nina E. Allender, of Washington, and 
Anita Pollitzer, of South Carolina. 


Nearly one hundred guests were seated in the his- 
toric Coach House at the T-shaped banquet table. _ 

Mrs. Forrest welcomed the assemblage and intro- 
duced the guest of honor, to whom she presented, on 
behalf of the District Branch, a bouquet of purple, 
white and gold flowers, the stem of which cleverly 
concealed a fountain pen. Mrs. Pell in turn introduced 
Senator Warren Austin, of Vermont; Senator Carl 
Hatch, of New Mexico; Senator Capper, of Kansas, and 
Representative Ludlow, of Indiana, all of whom spoke 
briefly. Mrs. Austin, Mrs. Hatch, Mrs. Ludlow, and 
Mrs. Charles McNary, wife of Senator McNary, of 
Oregon, were then presented. 

Senator Austin, a staunch supporter of the Equal 
Rights Amendment, paid a glowing tribute to Mrs. 
Pell, of whom he spoke as a “Vermont friend and 
neighbor.”” He referred to the monumental work of 
Mrs. Pell and her husband in rescuing from disinte- 
gration and ruin, Fort Ticonderoga, important in the 
early history of the nation, which they have restored 
and saved to posterity as a patriotic shrine and a re- 
minder of the country’s struggle for independence. 

Senator Hatch expressed his belief in the principle 
of equality and the Equal Rights Amendment, designed 
to incorporate that principle in the.Constitution of the 
United States. He saw no reason, he said, why women 
should not have equal rights with men. 


Senator Capper, of Kansas, declared that his support | 


OFF SERIES OF EVENTS TO COVER 
THE ENTIRE NATION 


to pre-suffrage days. 
Proudly claiming Susan B. 
Anthony as a resident of 
Kansas, where she made 
her home at one time, he recalled that in 1923 two 

Senator Charles Curtis, later Vice-President 
of the ‘United States, and Representative Anthony, a 
relative of Miss Anthony, first introduced the Equal 
Rights Amendment in Congress. Senator Capper 
pledged his continued support. 

Representative Ludlow, who has six times sponsored 
the Amendment in the House of Representatives, spoke 
with admiration of the work of Alice Paul and pledged 
his efforts to the objectives of the Woman’s Party. 
“I am ready at all times, Miss Paul,” he said, “to be 
of service to you in the things you are working to 
accomplish.” 

Mrs. Harvey W. Wiley recounted by step the 
interesting history of the Party during its twenty-five 
years of outstanding achievement. Referring first to 
the arrival in Washington of Alice Paul, in 1913, she 
recalled that the Party had in 1914 succeeded the orig- 
inal committee, which functioned in 1913, and had 
begun as an independent organization to work for 
woman suffrage by Amendment to the Federal Consti- 
tution, rather than by securing the enfranchisement of 
women in the individual states. : 

In 1923, she recalled, the Party secured introduc- 
tion in the United States Congress of the proposed 
Equal Rights Amendment. “At first alone in its spon- 
sorship of the Amendment,” she said, “the Party has 
been joined in sponsoring the measure by sixteen 
national and more than one hundred and fifty state 
and local organizations, a number of which are repre- 
sented here tonight.” 

She then introduced Laura Berrien, president of the 
National Association of Women Lawyers; Dr. Louise 
Taylor Jones, past president of the American Medical 
Women’s Association; Dr. Rosalind Moore Bain, presi- 
dent of the District Branch of the Association of Wo- 
men Dentists; Mrs. Ernest H. Daniel, president of the 
District of Columbia Federation of Women’s Clubs; Re- 
becca Blaine, representing Ladies of the Grand Army of 
the Republic; Dr. Florence Eberhart, president of the 
District of Columbia Osteopathic Women’s Association ; 
Marjorie Webster, president of the Woman’s City 
Club; Mrs. John S. Bennett, president of the District of 
Columbia Soroptimist Club, and Mrs. Vera Johnson, 
chairman of the Government Workers Council. | 

After recounting the achievements of the Party and 
greeting representatives of supporting organizations 
it was fitting that she should call upon Alice Paul, 
founder and leader of the Woman’s Party, who leaves 
shortly for Geneva, where as head of the World Wo- 
man’s Party she will direct the work for equality in 
the broader field. As a token of affection and appre- 
ciation of her years of successful work for women, on 
behalf of the District Branch, she presented Miss Paul 
with a gift similar to that given the national chair- 
man. 

Miss Paul spoke briefly, expressing her confidence in 
Mrs. Pell and other leaders of the Party, who control 
its destinies. 

To Mrs. Pell fell the honor of introducing the dis- 
tinguished guest from abroad, Mrs. Linda Littlejohn, 
of Australia, chairman of Equal Rights International. 


(Continued on Page 14) 
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Mrs. Littlejohn, a dynamic speaker, warned of the ne- 
cessity for speed in securing complete equality “be- 
cause of disturbed conditions throughout the world.” 
“T find women in the United States,” she said, “who tell 
me that they agree that women must have equality 
with men, but say they do not agree that the Amend- 
ment to the Constitution is the best way to get it. 
It is a way to get it, and in view of the world situa- 
tion as I have seen it, I advise you to get it, and get 
it now.” She referred to the recent report of the 
League of Nations Committee on the Status of he gp 
and ridiculed its absurd position in dealing with 
women as though at all times they were to be con- 
sidered only as expectant mothers. 


During the evening Madame Edythe Marmion 
Brosius, nationally known concert harpist, who has on 
several occasions played by special invitation at the 
White House, rendered a group of solos, including her 
own arrangement of Cradle Song of the Winds. Her 
exquisite performance was enthusiastically greeted 
and the insistent applause of her hearers did not sub- 
side until she repeated twice, her own arrangement of 
the last number. 


Faith Harlow, one of the youngest members of the 
Woman’s Party, and the possessor of an exceptionally 
lovely voice, sang the Woman’s Party Song, known as 
the Prison Song. The air was borrowed from a Rus- 
sian folk song, first learned by Party members when 
they were in prison during the suffrage struggle, and 
the words, written by Josephine Preston Peabody, one 
of America’s foremost poets, shortly before her death, 
express in eight lines everything in the woman move- 
ment in all lands and in all time. : 

Bringing the program to a close, The March of the 
Women was sung by the entire group, led by Faith 
Harlow, with harp accompaniment by Madame Brosius.. 

Climaxing the week-end meeting of the Executive 
Council, the dinner marked the beginning of the cam- 
paign to secure passage of the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment by the Seventy-sixth Congress, and brought to 
a close twenty-five years of achievement for women. 


Gertrude Atherton For Amendment 


Sue Brobst, of California, founder and honorary 
president of the Business Women’s Legislative Council 
of California, is in receipt of a letter from Gertrude 
Atherton, noted author, asserting her belief in the 
Equal Rights Amendment. . 

Miss Brobst, on behalf of her organization, wrote 
Miss Atherton, who is a resident of California, asking 
her A wagevs on the Amendment. She sends us a copy 
of Miss Atherton’s reply, which is no surprise to those 
who have read the author’s latest and very widely dis- 
cussed book, “Can Women Be Gentlemen?” It would 
have been a great surprise to her many friends had 


_ she not been a supporter of the Amendment. 


The letter follows: 


New York, N. Y., November 26th. 
Dear Miss Brobst: 
Your letter has reached me after some delay. 


Of course, I believe in the proposed Equal Rights 
Amendment. You would not ask the question if you 


had read my recent book, “Can Women Be Gentle- 


men?” 


Sincerely, 
(Signed) 


GERTRUDE ATHERTON. — 


Unequal Pay For Equal Work 


In the recent report of the Ohio Branch, National 
Woman’s Party, made by Helen Robbins Bittermann, 
retiring President, appears the following illuminating 


“Ohio has been the scene of several attacks on 
women teachers, married and unmarried alike. Cin- 
cinnati, Daytona and Chillicothe have seen attempts 
made to raise the salaries of men teachers above 
of women, where the work is the same. In the bro- 
chure ‘Professional Requirements and Sched- 
ule for the Teachers in the Public Schools of Chilli- 
cothe, Ohio’, adopted May 13, 1937, the following 
statement appears (pp. 8-9): 

“‘ *Men teachers shall be given a differential 
in their favor on this schedule of $200 per an- 
num. (The law of supply and demand makes 

this consideration necessary. While there is 
no justification from a theoretical point of 
view for discriminating in favor of men in 
the scheduling of salaries, nevertheless, there 
is need of men of ability in the teaching ser- 
vice which can not be met without paying sal- 
aries which will attract the type of men 
desired. )’ 

“When the National Woman’s Party offered to see 
what could be done to change this point of view, we 
were met with a flat refusal on the part of women 
affected, for fear of being dismissed from their 
positions.” 


And That Was That 


Just to indicate that more than — intentions are 
required to solve the country’s problems—and few will 
question the fundamental good ‘intent of those sponsor- — 
ing social laws—the Ohio Hotels Association Service 
Bulletin makes the following observation: 

“The Ohio Minimum Wage Law, designed primarily 
to benefit women workers, did a nobly beneficent act 
for some women workers about two weeks ago. A 
beach club on a lake, open only about ninety days in 
the year, wanted to arrange its schedule of work for 
waitresses so as to give the girls the maximum benefit 
of the busy season. The minimum wage law inspector 
disapproved of the plan submitted by the club manager 
after he had talked it over with the waitresses, who 
had agreed to it. So the manager fired the nine wait- 
resses and hired, in their stead, negro waiters.” 

And that was that.—Hotel World-Review. 
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A Feminist Thinks It Over 


By ALMA LUTZ 


OFTEN wonder if women realize what power is in 

their hands. According to Roger Babson, they 
inherit and control 67% of all estates probated and 
have an important part in the control of 85% of the 
Nation’s wealth. This of course means that if they 
were awake to the situation, they could have things 
pretty much their own way. | 

Women, while they are extremely practical about 
spending and accounting for the dollars and cents in 
their households, have not as yet, except in a few 
instances, been confident that they could manage 


money in large amounts. There is a tradition that | 


women can take care of nickels and dimes, but that 
finance is a mysterious undertaking for which men’s 
minds are especially well fitted. After all, finance is 
the management of nickels and dimes on a large scale, 
and the orderly, efficient minds of women secretaries 
have made possible the development of big business. 
Mr. Babson says, “Almost every business man is fa- 
miliar with a concern in which brains are furnished 
by a woman, though men serve to give the company 
a masculine corporate ‘front’.” 

It is as ridiculous to think that women become con- 
fused as soon as they are confronted with the manage- 
ment of money, as it was years ago, to claim that 
women were not capable of studying nor understand- 
ing mathematics. | 

ow that women actually control such a large share 
of the Nation’s wealth, they must begin at once to as- 
sume certain responsibilities. In the first place more 
schools and colleges for women should offer courses on 
the care and management of money. Women should 
attend schools of finance and business administration 
with the idea of becoming business executives, not 
with the thought of becoming some man’s secretary. 
Women owning large blocks of stock in business cor- 
porations must begin to expect to fill executive i- 
tions in these firms and to serve on the boards of 


directors. Women must also see that they serve as 


trustees of institutions, for they are expert managers 
and could do much on the boards of public libraries, 
charitable State and municipal institutions, to conduct 
affairs more efficiently and economically. : 
More women of course must own their own busi- 
nesses. It is sometimes said that it is not healthy for 
so much wealth to be in the hands of women who will 
not reinvest it in new enterprises which will stimulate 
business and employ and produce. This is a new and 
fascinating field for women of wealth. Some have 
already entered it. Mary Pickford, for example, is not 
content to rest on the laurels of a brilliant film career 
and authorship, or to spend her wealth on luxuries. 
She is building up a cosmetic business which will prob- 
ably bring her substantial returns, but at the same 
time will put money into circulation and put people to 
work, and she has undertaken it with the desire of 
giving people a good product at a moderate price. 
Women, controlling a large share of the wealth of 
this country, are giving money away to charitable 
institutions and to causes in which they believe. What 
an opportunity for women to build up a magazine like 
EQUAL RIGHTS which speaks for women, or to build up 
women’s organizations that work for the advancement 
of women, like the National Woman’s Party, the World 
Woman’s Party, or the World Center for Women’s 
Archives! Why do they not give large contributions 


to educational institutions for women which are poor 
compared to men’s? Instead newspapers record large 
gifts 5 Pater sn to wealthy institutions such as Har- 
vard, Princeton, and Yale. The important University 
Presses are all controlled by men scholars. Why not 
a Vassar Press or a Bryn Mawr Press to publish 
worthwhile books by women scholars? 

What a contrast there is between women’s financial 
status today and that in the early fifties when Susan 
B. Anthony went from door to door, asking for con- 
tributions to finance a Woman’s Rights Society. Then 
women had little money of their own. In many States 
their property upon marriage became their husband’s. 
Many women shut the door in Miss Anthony’s face, 
saying, “We have all the rights we want.” But others 
saved the few dollars which they might have spent 
on a new hat or dress and gave them to her so that 
she could put them to work for women. What we 
have today we owe to their devotion and vision. 

Now when a large portion of the Nation’s wealth 
is in our hands, let us see that it is working for us. 
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Book Reviews 


AN ENGLISHWOMAN DISCOVERS AMERICA 


TurRice A STRANGER. By Vera Brittain. The Mac- 
millan Co., N. Y., 1938. $2.50. 


Reviewed by ALMA LUTZ 


of EQUAL RIGHTS who know Vera Brit. 
tain as an outstanding feminist and heard her | 


speak at the Woman’s Party Conference in Washing- 
ton in 1987 cannot fail to be interested in her latest 


book, THRICE A STRANGER, which is a record of 
her experiences and personal impressions during three 
visits to the United States between 1925 and 1938. 
Vera Brittain came to the United States in 1925, 
not only with the prejudices of an Englishwoman, too 
sure of the superiority of English culture and utterly 
ignorant of American life, but also during a period 
of personal adjustment. The result was not a happy 
one for herself nor for her impressions of this country. 


She came again in 1934, when she had made her per- 


sonal adjustment and had written TESTAMENT OF 
YOUTH. This time she saw the United States through 


the eyes of a successful author on a lecture tour. Both | 


she and the United States had changed their view- 
points. She had conquered the tradition, against which 


she rebelled, that marriage must necessarily ham oe 


a woman in the development of. her talents. She 
satisfied her inner urge by writing a great book and 
through her lectures was giving her message to the 
world, the message that she had learned out of the 
depths of her war experiences—that there must be an 
end to war. 

Her first. glimpse of the United States had been 
during the prosperous pre-depression years. Her sec- 


ond impressions were of a nation sobered and chas- 


tened by hard times, more akin to England after the 
War. Her lecture tour, taking her to all parts of the 


country and bringing her in contact with every type 


of audience, gave her an understanding of the real 
United States, of its vastness, its virility, its friendli- 
ness and its promise. | 


Her third visit in 1937 deepened the impressions of 


1934 and she returned to England with sadness at leav- 


ing a country she had learned to love. “Thirteen years" 


ago,” she writes, “America appeared to me in the guise 
of an antagonist. Nine years later she became my friend; 

today she represents the beloved refuge to which i 
would gladly entrust the lives that I hold most dear. 


“My love for America,” she continues, “had now 
become a passion, almost a creed. The courage, vitality 
and generosity of her people were qualities that I 
could worship; her hopes and desires for herself were 
essentially civilized aspirations with which I would 
gladly identify my own. If human society could count 
on a future, America would be called upon to supply 
an indispensible part of its design for living.” 


Two main themes run through all the thoughts and 
experiences recorded in this book. The first is a deter- 
mination to build for peace, to see that people under- 
stand the folly and awful waste of war and recognize 
that our warfare is with ideas and systems of thought, 
that in this warfare, air fleets, bombs, and artillery 
are ineffectual wea — which can only destroy civili- 
zation. The second is a great desire to help women 
make the adjustment to a freer, happier, more useful 
life. To do this, one of the most important steps, she 
believes to be the freeing of the average woman’s time 
from non-essentials for work which will develop her 
and in turn make a better world. She says: 


“I have always detested domesticity as the un- 
necessary and too meekly accepted obstacle to 
woman’s achievement .. . the final and fundamen- 
tal explanation of sex inequality. .. . Occasionally 
a Jane Austen or a Madame Curie transcends these 
besetting trivialities by sheer force of genius, but 
the callous wastage of human ability is likely to 
continue until the wealth, industry, and intelli- 
gence now expended upon the mechanization of 
the world’s armies in order to obtain maximum. 
efficiency in destructiveness, is applied more con- 
structively to the organization and mechanization 
of the home.” 


She believes that the future progress of women “lies 
in the organization and universal acceptance of a way 
of living which will allow the great mass of ordinary, 
intelligent women to fulfill both their mental powers 
and their biological needs.” She says further: 


“This new way of life cannot be achieved solely 
by laws, however excellent; it will be a product 
of education, of social and domestic cooperation, 
of the development of a greater generosity in one 
sex and a more determined courage in the other. 
The enemy which we fight today is not political 
disability; it conceals itself more subtly in the 
unexamined prejudices and habitual assumptions 
so deeply ingrained in women as well as men.’ 
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